Quilters. The Quilters will not be meeting this week due to Thanksgiving.
Preparing for Advent and Christmas
Donations to make our church beautiful for Christmas
Since Sunday November 27th is the first Sunday in Advent, we will be decorating the Chrismon Tree
and putting up wreaths on Saturday, November 26th, starting at 10 a.m. Everyone who is interested
in helping is invited to come. We will be adding Poinsettias and greenery to the window sills in
early December.
We will not be taking orders for Poinsettias this year as we have done in the past, but if you would
like to make a donation in honor of or in memory of someone, we will be accepting those gifts to go
toward the expense of making our sanctuary beautiful for the Christmas season. Just make your
donation, such as we have done for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, with any amount you would like
to contribute and the name of person to be remembered, by December 18th. An insert to the bulletin
on December 25th will specify the names of the donors and those being remembered. Amount of
donations will not be printed. We have placed some extra envelopes in the pews for you to mark for
your donations to help make the sanctuary beautiful for Christmas and please include this paper if
you want to specify someone “In Honor Of”-- “In Memory Of”-- or “To the Glory of God” in the
bulletin on Sunday, December 25th.
For Your Information.
Attendance report for Sunday, November 13th: S.S. – 28 Worship – 54
Financial report for Sunday, November 13th:
Received for Budget $2,040.00
Received for Myrna Turner’s Memorial $150.00
Donation from CDC $700.00
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Vision – A place where all of God’s children can feel welcome and are able to grow
mentally, emotionally, physically, and above all spiritually in Jesus Christ.
Mission – Berea Friendship Church is to be intentional about making Disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by making space for God to work
and being a church that is in ministry with the members and the community.

“The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings”

SERMON
Welcome to Berea Friendship United Methodist Church!
If you are new to our community, we hope you will participate in our service as you are comfortable. An
asterisk (*) indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able. Bold print indicates that you are invited
to join the community in reading aloud those passages that are indicated.
Please take a moment to sign the Worship Attendance Pad that is found in your pew.
Welcome to this assembly of the people of God!
ENTRANCE
THE PRELUDE

We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer

Rev. Enrique R. Gordon

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
CONCERNS AND PRAYER
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – No.881
OFFERTORY

O Thank We All Our God

Johann Cruger / Harold DeCou

Dutch Folk Tune / Carolyn Hamlin
SENDING FORTH

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*DOXOLOGY – No. 95

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN – No.399

TRINITY CHIMES

*EXTINGUISHING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP

Celebrate

*HYMN – No.89

Carol Saylor
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

*OPENING PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Take My Life, and Let it Be Consecrated

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
CHORAL BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

Go Now in Peace
(The congregation is invited to sing)
Go now in peace, go now in peace,
May the love of God surround you everywhere,
Everywhere you may go.
For the Beauty of the Earth

Natalie Sleeth

Arranged / Harold DeCou

Join us for our 3rd Sunday Covered Dish Lunch following the service
OUR PRAYER COVENANT: Our Prayer focuses for this new conference year will continue to be:

*ACT OF PRAISE-

(Reading from Stewardship Campaign – See insert)



PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Let us pray
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read
and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.
FIRST LESSON –pg.90, 144

Exodus 36:2-7

CHILDREN’S MOMENT (ages 3-5th grade are dismissed at this time for Children’s Church.)
*GOSPEL LESSON pg. 1028, 1612
CHORAL ANTHEM

Luke 10:25:37
Thanksgiving

Lay Servant
Terri McCloud
Lay Servant
John Ness Beck




The direction in which God is leading the church to do ministry in the church, in the
community, and the world
The people God will send our way to be in ministry with us
The new and existent ministries that will be the cornerstone of Berea Friendship Church

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS:
Sunday – Christian Spiritual Formation/Worship; Visitations
Monday – Sabbath Time
Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and Community Outreach from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday – 9:30 a.m. – 10:30, CDC children’s church, Office hours 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Sermon preparation from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday office hours 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.—Community Outreach 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. except last
Thursday of the month (Prayer and Reflection day);
Friday – Family Time
Saturday- Family Time and Worship Preparation; Please call the church office to make an appointment.

Spanish Worship. The Spanish Worship hour is at 1:00 every Sunday afternoon.
PRAYER LIST. Mildred Bray, Mary Childs, Troy Clements, Ann Donaldson, Carolyn Hunter,
Jan-Hunt Grady, Jackie Lumsden, Joe Philpot, Margie Philpot, Mildred Pollard, Fredda Powell,
Glenn Wells, Allen Zorn.
Martha McWhite is doing well after her surgery.
Special prayers for Glenda Argo and Carolyn Hunter’s mother Doris Hollingsworth who is now
recuperating between the homes of her daughters.
Pat Teat is at National Health Care, 850 East Butler Road, Mauldin 29607 she is in room 305
after her knee surgery and is doing well.

Litany from 1 Chronicles 29 (David Prays in the Assembly)
Pastor: “And David said: ‘Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of Israel our Father, forever
and ever. Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all’”
People: Joyfully we give you thanks and praise.
Pastor: “In Your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to
give strength to all”
People: “[With joy] now we thank you, Our God, and praise your glorious name”
Pastor: “But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer
willingly?”
People: For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.”
Pastor: As David the king freely offered his wealth for the building of the temple,
People: So do we offer our gifts freely and joyfully for the building of your Kingdom.
All: Lord God, thank you for allowing us to “experience the joy of generosity” as
we return to you a portion of what you have first given us. Through Christ who gave
himself for us, we pray. Amen.
The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings
This is the third and final week of our “Experiencing the Joy of Generosity” stewardship
emphasis. This week’s theme is “The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings.” God wants our giving and
sharing to be joyful and fulfilling. How could we not be joyful when the creator of the universe
chooses us to be his stewards who care for his creation and his gifts to us? How could we not
want to express our gratitude through our faithful and joyful giving? Our generosity flows out of
our understanding that God has created and redeemed us. In spite of our sinful ways, God loves
us and calls us each by name. By God’s grace, we can live as forgiven and redeemed people
through the blood of Jesus on the Cross.
Today we are making our annual commitment, and, by doing so, we celebrate the blessings of
Jesus Christ in our lives through faith in him. In our commitments, we commit to serving him and
others through the mission and ministries of our church.

Office Closed For Thanksgiving. The office will be closed this coming Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday for Thanksgiving. If you have anything to go in the bulletin we will need it by
tomorrow.
Newsletter Deadline. The Newsletter Deadline will be tomorrow, December 21st.
Christmas Cantata. Our Christmas Cantata will be on Sunday, December 18th at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Office Hours. The office will be closed on December 23 and December 26th for the
Christmas Holidays.
Christmas Eve. We will not have a Christmas Eve Service this year due to Christmas falling on
Sunday.
Third quarter financial statements are in the box on the back table in the sanctuary - please
pick your statement up so it will not have to be mailed out.
Sympathy. The Pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to Patti & Bobby Taylor
upon the death of Bobby’s stepfather’s mother Mary Lois Hartin.

